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FQEBIGK  ITjjV/S  Oi:  CITRUS  fruits 


SOUTH  2XP0.1T  P^CfeG    TTL  Gi^DII'S  3LGULi.TI0ITS 

Recent  inves  tiga  ticns  of  Br  it  is  h  markets  have  shewn  th&t  Scuth 
African  citrus  fruit,  although  used  in  increasing  quant  it  ioa,  is  discrimin- 
ated against,  particularly  on  the  ground  of  peer  grading,  which  results  in 
an  uncertainty  of  quality  and  cenditien  not  m«t  with  in  consignments  from 
the  United  States  or  from  Spain.    Recent  regulatory  measures  cf  the  Govern- 
ment of  Scuth  Africa  to  control  grading  and  packing  fcr  expert,  therefore, 
should  be  of  interest  to  growers  and  shippers  of  American  citrus  fruit. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  amended  regulations   issued  March  3,  1925, 
and  forwarded  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  ty  D.  C.  Poole, 
American  Consul  General  at  Capo  Town; 

1 .  Packa.-a  for  Oranges  and  Grave  fruit; 

"The  fruit  shall  t?c  jacked  in  boxes,  the  size  of  which  shall  be 
26  in.  by  12  in.  by  12  in . ,  outside  measurement  (with  center  piece). 
Wood  required;  ends  and  middle  piece  (three  pieces),  11-1/2  in.  by 
11- 1/2  in.  by  ll/l6  in.     Top,  bottom,  and  sides  (eight  pieces),  26 
in.  by  5-1/2  in.  by  l/4  in.     Cleats  (two  pieces)  11  in.  by  3/4  in. 
by  3/8  in.     (The  ends  and  center  pieces  cf  Granges  and  grap  ofruit 
boxes  are  to  be  firmly  fastened  together  with  metal  fasteners.  ITo 
ends  or  center  pieces  are  to  be  made  cf  two  pieces  of  equal  width)." 

2 .  Grade  s . 


I.  Oranges. 

"(1)   'Fancy'  fruit  shall  be  that  which  is  free  from  all  blemish 
and  injury. 

"(2)  'Choice'  fruit  shall  be  that  which  is  sound  in  all  respects 
save  fcr  slight  blemishes  or  other  injuries  which  in  no  way  affect 
the  quality  cf  the  fruit  ether  than  in  its  exterior  appearance. 

"(3)  Fruit  which  is   in  all  other  respects  equal  to   'choice'  fruit, 
but  has  been  marked  by  hail  or  causes  other  than  these  specified 
in  the  following  section,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  tc  be  un- 
sightly, may  bo  shipped,  but  the  box  shall  net  bo  marked  'choice', 
but  shall,  in  place  thereof,  bear  the  word  'Standard'. 

"(4)  He  fruit  having  scale  cr  scale  marks  shall  be  exported,  ncr 
shall  fruit  having  fungoid  or  mechanical  injuries  likely  to  cause 
waste  be  exported. 

"(5)  Maturity.-    No  oranges  which  have  not  attained  70  per  cent 
yellow  or  orange  colour  shall  bo  exported. 

"(6)  Minimum  weight.-  The  minimum  weight  cf  bexos  cf  sires  80 
to  112  shall  not  be  less  than  72  lb.    All  longer  counts  must  weigh 
not  loss  than  75  lb.  per  packed  box., 

"(7)  Size.-  The  size  shall  not  determine  the  grade. 
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Tho  sizes  cf  fruit  shall  be  as  follows;  - 
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B.  Grape  Fruit. 

"(1)  'fancy'  fruit  shall  be  tba  t  which  is  fr©«  from  all  ticr.ish 
and  injury. 

"(2)  'Choice'  fruit  3hall  be  that  which  is  souno.  in  ail  respects 
save  for  slight  blemishes  or  other  injuries  which  in  no  way  affect 
tho-  quality  of  the  fruit  ether  than  its  exterior  Eppoaranco » 

"(o)  Fruit  which  is  in  all  other  respects  equal  to  'Choice'  fruit, 
but  has  been  marked  by  hail  cr  causes  cthur  than  those  specified 
in  the  following  section,  but  net  tc  such  an  extent  as  to  be  un- 
sightly, nay  be  shipped,  but  the  bcx  shall  not  be  marked  'Choice' 
but  shall,  in  place  thereof,  bear  the  wcrd  'Star.dard'. 

"(4)  No  fruit  havin;  scalo  or  scale  marks  shall  to  exported,  nor 
shull  frait  having  fungoid  or  mechanical  injuries  likely  to  cause 
waste  be  exported. 

"(5)  Llaturity.-  No  grave  fruit  which  have  not  attained  full  » 
development  and  colour  typical  cf  it3  variety  shall  be  exported. 

"(6)  Minimum  weight.-  The  minimum  wei0ht  shall  net  be  less  than 
62  lb.  for  all  counts  up  to  64,  for  counts  above  that  number  the 
minimum  weight  tc  k  net  loss  than  60  lb.  p  jr  packed  box. 

"(7)  Size.-    The  size  shall  n^t  determine  the  grade.     Nc  counts 
cf  more  than  200  p3r  box  shall  be  exycrU-d. 

"ill  orange  and  grape  fruit  bcxes  shall  be  packed  tightly  throughrut, 
and  thj  bulge  after  nailing  up  shall  approximate  one  inch  from  the  cent  er 
board. " 


